

      





































	This summer finds Lithuania in the midst of the busiest political year of its young democracy, from this spring's exciting accessions to NATO and the European Union and a dramatic presidential impeachment through two rounds of Presidential elections, the European Parliament vote, and this fall's balloting for the next Parliament.  Our Lithuanian friends successfully managed all of these challenges – each of which has important implications for the country's further democratic development – with imagination, grace and determination; leaving no doubt about the country's bright future as one of Europe's most successful new democracies.  Although the process has at times been noisy and contentious, Lithuanians across the spectrum have left no doubt about their solid commitment and friendship that binds our countries together in the NATO alliance and the many other institutional ties between us.  Lithuanians continue to stand shoulder to shoulder with Americans and other members of the international coalition in building and securing a democratic Iraq and in ridding Afghanistan of the terrorist threat.  All of Lithuania's political leaders agree on the importance of strengthening the links between the United States and Europe.   And all have stressed how much they will continue to welcome U.S. investment in Lithuania's booming economy.


	Over the course of the next few months, we at the Embassy look forward to getting better acquainted with all of the competitors in this autumn's parliamentary elections and assessing their political platforms and campaigns.  Regardless who wins the contest, I am confident that we will continue to have strong relations with Lithuania, and that Americans will continue to find this to be one of the most hospitable countries in the world.


	The Embassy will also be experiencing some internal changes in the weeks ahead.  My new Deputy, Tom Kelly, has arrived and will be working closely with me on every aspect of our bilateral relationship with Lithuania.  He comes here from Quito, Ecuador via 9 months of language training eager to take on the important issues facing us here.  He also looks forward to meeting and working with all of you in the coming months.  In August, we expect to complete the project to establish a more secure perimeter around our property and open a more convenient public access system for our visitors.  Later this summer, we also plan to introduce new technology to our visa application system that will feature the use of biometric data.  The new procedures, while not adding any more time or cost to the application process, will greatly enhance the security of both our visa system and our borders.


	In the midst of all of Lithuania's political excitement, let's not forget that we'll be conducting our own presidential elections in the United States on November 2.  Please be sure to contact our consular section as soon as possible for assistance in preparing to vote by absentee ballot in our elections.


	Finally, don't forget that we'll have the next town hall meeting for American citizens in Lithuania at the American Center in Vilnius on September 18.  See you there!


With warm regards,


Steve Mull
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           Embassy of the United States of America to Lithuania








Service to the public is the Consular Section's mission.  The services we provide run from the routine, such as notarization of documents, renewal of passports, and registration of overseas voters, to emergency assistance in cases such as death of a U.S. citizen, robberies, and arrests.  The Consular Section can also provide assistance in many other areas, such as with international adoptions, international parental child abduction, Social Security benefits or even just as a resource on local conditions.  If you have not yet registered at the Embassy, we encourage you to do so.  Once you're registered, we are then able to keep you up to date on issues that may have an impact on Americans in Lithuania, whether it is a change in the local security situation or just new policies for getting a Lithuanian driver's license.  We look forward to keeping in touch with you through this newsletter.  Of course, you are also welcome to call us or simply to stop by.  We are here to help.         


























This year is a Presidential election year.  As the last U.S. Presidential election demonstrated, every vote – whether cast in Louisiana or Lithuania - counts.  Under the Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act, U.S. citizens residing outside the United States and its territories are entitled to exercise their right to vote using an absentee ballot.  This voting act allows U.S. citizens to vote in the state or territory where they last resided immediately prior to departing the United States, even if many years have elapsed and the citizen maintains no residence in the state or territory and the intent to return to that state or territory is uncertain.  Many states and territories permit these citizens to vote in elections for Federal offices only, although some states will send a ballot containing local and state offices as well.





In order to register and/or vote absentee, U.S. citizens must complete a Federal Post Card Application (FPCA) and submit it to the proper election official in the state of last residence.  Where the citizen mails the voting application card is most often determined by the county in which he or she last resided.  U.S. citizens can obtain a FPCA at the American Embassy in Vilnius.  Those who would like to vote in the 2004 elections should fill out a FPCA and return it to the Embassy no later than sixty (60) days before the election, if possible, to allow for processing time.





U.S. citizens are entitled to full voting assistance at all U.S. Embassies and Consulates.  They may use the U.S. Embassy postal system to mail in their FPCA and voting ballots.  Please feel free to stop by the embassy during American Citizen Service hours to fill out a FPCA.  A Consular Officer can assist in correctly filling out and mailing the FPCA.  





The U.S. government also provides information on-line about its federal voting assistance program at www.fvap.gov.  U.S. citizens can utilize this website to find the latest information on how to vote in U.S. elections from overseas.  Citizens can also check if their state will accept an on-line FPCA, if they can not come to the Embassy to fill out an application form.  If, however, they choose to use an on-line form, citizens are responsible for paying the postage.  





American Citizens should feel free to contact the Consular Section at the U.S. Embassy in Vilnius, if they have any questions.  Exercise your right…vote!


 


                                                                                                    



























































News from the Consular Section














It’s an Election Year – Are you registered to vote?








Please encourage any American Citizens living in Lithuania to register with the Consular Section.
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Political/Economic Section Update





The Political-Economic section remains a hotbed of activity as we report on the Presidential and European parliament elections, the impact of Lithuania’s EU membership on our bilateral relationship, and our ongoing cooperation and collaboration with Lithuania in the global war against terrorism.  





We have taken advantage of the warmer weather to venture outside the Vilnius “beltway” to speak with communities across Lithuania, and have had rewarding discussions with governmental and non-governmental leaders from Klaipeda to Visaginas, and from Marijampole to Siauliai.  We've learned more about life in Lithuania, and shared information about American society to individuals and groups alike that don't often visit the Embassy.





The Embassy has hosted a number of official visits from Washington.  This spring Congressman Alcee Hastings of Florida, Assistant Secretary for European Affairs Beth Jones, Lt. General Tom Walters, Director of the Defense Security Cooperation Agency, the U.S. Chiefs of Missions from throughout the Nordic and Baltic region, and a slew of other high-powered guests have visited Lithuania  to discuss issues of bilateral and multilateral importance with the political, military and economic communities of Lithuania.  This summer, we will host several Congressional delegations and visits from senior representatives from the Departments of State, Defense, Transportation and Commerce.





Political/Economic Section staff visit Siauliai -- to better understand Lithuania's current wave of prosperity 





Members of the Political-Economic Section recently visited Siauliai, Lithuania's fourth-largest city, and interviewed local leaders in an effort to better understand how Lithuania's current wave of prosperity has impacted various regions of the country. 





Siauliai is a busy industrial town (population 130,000) and the largest city in Siauliai region (population 400,000).  The heart of downtown consists of a busy pedestrian zone lined by elegant shops, terminating in a square dominated by a white, fortress-like 17th century Romanesque church.  There are signs of nascent economic prosperity everywhere -- modern stores, well-maintained buildings, and large new homes.





Local industries run the gamut from traditional furniture and leather makers and candy and beverage producers, to television, bicycle, and electrical equipment manufacturing plants.  Siauliai companies produce primarily for export: 70-100 percent of production, depending on the industry.  Eighty percent of their exports go to Western markets, and the rest primarily to Russia, Ukraine, Azerbaijan and Tajikistan.  The U.S. is the destination for only a small proportion of local exports.





The editor of the main local paper, Vladas Vertelis, noted some of the signs of prosperity: the number of people earning more than minimum wage has grown significantly, and for the first time in 20 years, a new apartment building has been built, with plans for more.  Vertelis sees promise for Siauliai's growth in the transportation sector, since it lies at the railway junction between Vilnius, Riga and Klaipeda.  





By visiting Siauliai, we were able to see first-hand how prosperity has touched one of Lithuania's larger cities.  We were impressed by the city's sense of confidence in its future, and its proactive efforts to help itself.  For the Political-Economic Section, which tries to keep its hand on the economic pulse of the nation, this was a very rewarding experience!





Political/Economic update continued on page five…


 
























































                  News from the Political/Economic Section














“Eighty percent of Siauliai’s exports go to Western markets…”
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Many of us living overseas have experienced difficulty tracking down the addresses for various government agencies. Below are some helpful hints on how to replace various identity documents:





* Passports – Our Embassy in Vilnius, or any U.S. Embassy or Consulate, is able to replace your lost or stolen passport. We will need to be able to verify your identity, so be sure to bring a drivers license or birth certificate, if you have one. If not, there are several other ways you can verify your identity, so please call us to find out what to bring.  You will need to complete a lost or stolen passport form, along with a passport application. Generally, your new passport will be returned to you three business days after we receive your application. 


Lost or Stolen Passport Form: � HYPERLINK "http://travel.state.gov/DS-0064.pdf" ��http://travel.state.gov/DS-0064.pdf�


Passport Application: � HYPERLINK "http://travel.state.gov/DS-0011.pdf" ��http://travel.state.gov/DS-0011.pdf�





* Drivers Licenses – Unfortunately, we cannot replace lost or stolen drivers licenses. Some states do permit you to renew your license or obtain a replacement from overseas, while others require you to appear in person. 


Department of Motor Vehicle offices: � HYPERLINK "http://www.dmv-department-of-motor-vehicles.com" ��http://www.dmv-department-of-motor-vehicles.com�





	* Social Security cards – Complete the form available on the website below and then bring it to the Embassy.  There is no fee for a replacement card.


		Application form: � HYPERLINK "http://www.ssa.gov/online/ss-5fs.html" ��http://www.ssa.gov/online/ss-5fs.html�


 


	* Birth, marriage, divorce or death certificates – Copies can be obtained from the state or territory where the event took place. Fees range from $1 or $2 up to $10 or more per page. 


		Vital records link: � HYPERLINK "http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/howto/w2w/w2welcome.htm" �� http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/howto/w2w/w2welcom.htm�











 


   		               






























































General Services Section update











General Services is the section of the Mission that works behind the scenes to ensure that the Embassy and its operations are functioning smoothly.  We manage and provide maintenance for the Embassy’s real estate and property – from something as small as staples through multi-million dollar equipment and the Embassy’s fleet of vehicles. By nature, our section is the least public of the Embassy’s departments. However, there are two examples of our work that you might have seen recently.  





The first public example of the General Services section at work is the construction occurring on the Embassy grounds.  The Embassy’s American staff has nearly tripled in the last four years, and over the years we’ve acquired several new buildings and plots of land - including the former Embassy of Kazakhstan.  The construction you see is vital to support the Embassy’s growth from one building on the side of Akmenu Gatve to a campus of facilities that can support our expanded staff and programs.  The Embassy grounds, when complete, will be quite attractive, and Akmenu Gatve will end at the Embassy gates.  Unfortunately, in the meantime the construction is not pretty, and we have had to set up inconvenient detours for incoming vehicles and visitors on foot.  Within a few months we will have a high quality entrance facility at the end of Akmenu Gatve, which will put an end to the messy detours and allow for unobstructed access to the main Embassy buildings inside. Construction may still continue inside the Embassy gates for some time to come, but it should no longer affect our visitors.  On the positive side, we also built the planters and benches between the Embassy and the Marriage Palace, making the wooded area next to the Embassy a new public space that many local residents use for relaxation.





The second public example of the work of our section are the events we organize, most notably the Independence Day celebration held by Ambassador Stephen Mull at his residence on July 2nd.  Ambassador Mull gave a speech, in both Lithuanian and English, to the several hundred guests gathered under our tents in the Ambassador’s garden.  Then the guests enjoyed a buffet of classic American Picnic food, such as pulled pork barbecue, soft-serve ice cream, and brownies.  What did the General Services Section have to do with this?  The garden is maintained by General Service’s gardening staff.  Among other things, General Services was also responsible for the public address system, tents, and the ice cream machine… plus, due to the rainy weather, a heroic emergency shipment of coat hangers to accommodate all the guests’ raincoats. The guests merely saw a successful, enjoyable celebration.  Which is how we like it, because if the event goes off flawlessly, you shouldn’t notice our work.


   		               














Replacing Identity Documents





Political/Economic Section update continued from page three…





Restoration of the Jewish cemetery in Užupis 





We are supporting a project to restore an old Jewish cemetery at Olandų and Dailidžių streets in Vilnius' Užupis district.  This historic cemetery, a meaningful site both for the city of Vilnius and the Lithuanian Jewish community, was tragically destroyed during the Soviet occupation of Lithuania. The restoration project is a collaborative effort between the Vilnius City Municipal Government and the United States Commission for the Preservation of America’s Heritage Abroad, which the President appointed and charged to identify and help preserve cemeteries, monuments, and historic buildings in Eastern and Central Europe that are associated with the heritage of U.S. citizens.  The city of Vilnius has matched the $30,000 of private contributions that the Commission pledged to complete the first phase of the restoration.  Phase 1 will result in a fence surrounding part of the cemetery's property, proper identification of the cemetery, and a small monument composed of some recovered headstones.  





We are also helping to organize an exhibition of the work of Rimantas Dichavičius, a Vilnius-based photographer who, risking the wrath of Soviet authorities, photographed the Jewish cemetery in Užupis both before and during its destruction.  Hopefully, Vilnius residents will be able to enjoy this impressive collection of photographs at Vilnius' Rotušė sometime in August. 





Go  to � HYPERLINK "http://www.state.gov" ��www.state.gov�  for more information about the U.S. State Department.
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Traveling around the region and looking for information on other countries?   Go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.travel.state.gov/" ��http://www.travel.state.gov/� for more information.
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About Our Organization…











We’re on the Web!


See us at:


www.usembassy.lt





Akmenu 6


        LT-03106


          Vilnius





Phone:


(370) 5-266-5500





Fax:


(370) 5-266-5510





Consular E-Mail:


ConSec@state.gov





U.S. Embassy











The United States’ principle objectives in Lithuania are:





	Regional Stability:  to increase our ties of cooperation, coordination and support for this friend and, soon, official NATO treaty ally, in order to sustain Lithuania’s active support for trans-Atlantic security, aid to the growth of democracy throughout Eurasia, and participation in the Global War on Terrorism.





	Homeland Security:  to adjudicate visa applications carefully, issuing whenever possible and denying visas to foreign citizens who would abuse their presence in the United States, emphasizing increased cooperation with Lithuanian and EU law enforcement bodies to reduce criminal fraud through improved information sharing.





	Democracy and Human Rights:  to strengthen public and elite understanding of transparency and legal predictability as foundation elements in modern democratic societies through training, advice and assistance to Lithuanian NGOs, judicial and legal entities, and civic institutions.





	Economic Prosperity and Security:  to encourage Lithuania’s support for open markets and free trade, emphasizing that openness and flexibility encourage innovation, which in turn will be crucial to Lithuania’s economic future and offers fertile ground for US-Lithuanian commercial cooperation.





	Social and Environmental Issues:  to build Lithuania’s commitment and capacity to address the spread of HIV/AIDS, TB, and emerging diseases; and to increase its care for the victims of trafficking in persons and its prosecutions of those who conduct this socially and physically damaging trade.





	Public Diplomacy:  to increase Lithuanian exposure to and comprehension of American society and its values on which our policies rest, including particularly the place of a responsible and capable press in sustaining democracy.





           Management and Organizational Excellence:  to obtain, support and improve  


              the human, financial and physical resources necessary to meet U.S. objectives in 


              Lithuania.





.



































From time to time the American Embassy advertises job vacancies for Locally Engaged Staff within the mission.  American citizens, not otherwise associated with the Embassy, who are considered Ordinarily Resident in Lithuania may apply for such positions if the applicant is in the host country as a citizen, legal permanent resident, or holder of a non-diplomatic visa or holds a work or residency permit. This category also includes all non-U.S. citizen family members who are in their country of citizenship.





This group falls comes under local labor law and is compensated under the Local Compensation Plan (not a U.S. pay plan):  payment of salary is in local currency, and includes payment of Local Social Security contributions, receiving all applicable benefits under LCP.  However, employment under this group is subject to withholding of U.S. Federal and any appropriate U.S. state and local income taxes in accordance with applicable tax codes as well as deduction of U.S. social security and Medicare payments.





All applicants for a position must meet all required qualifications as specified in the vacancy announcement to be considered for employment.  All local hire positions are strictly competitive.  























    News from the Management Section








